1.1 The Narinjari People 

Narinjari (earlier spellings include Narrinjeri 
and Narrinyeri) is the collective name of those Australian 
Aborigines who lived on the shores of Lake Alexandrina and 
Lake Albert and along the Murray River in South Australia. 
The word means "man" or "people" in the language of the 
area. 

The language of the Narinjari seems to have existed 
in a nximber of different dialects. No less than fourteen 
different dialects or languages are listed as belonging to 
the Narrinyeric Group in Dates' s Revised Linguistic Survey . 
The earliest records of the language do not differentiate 
the dialects very clearly, and in fact the two modern 
informants complain that Taplin's nineteenth century trans- 
lation of parts of the Bible confuses features of different 
dialects. The modern informants are themselves not very 
helpful in distinguishing among the Narinjari, however, 
probably because the Narinjari were relatively early con- 
centrated at Point McLeay Mission Station on Lake Alexand- 
rina, with a natural weakening of territorial and clan 
associations. Two dialects were still differentiated as 
the language approached extinction: Yaraltikalt (Jarildekald) , 



the language of the Yaralti people, and Tanganikalt 
(Tanganekald) , the language of the Tangani people. Almost 
all the recent information comes from the Yaralti informant, 
and it seems that Taplin's work was also based on Yaralti - 
his Bible translation, for example, does specifically claim 
to be in "Yarilde", even though allegedly not pure Yaralti. 

Informants shed no light on the other names listed 
in Oates. What meagre evidence there is about place neunes 
and clan names is displayed in the accompanying map: - injari 
and " 0:n are suffixes forming names of people or men (thus 
Lake Albert- injari 'men, people from Lake Albert', panpa;li 
'Kingston', panpa;lio;n 'Kingston men'). The Yaralti infor- 
mant seemed to consider that all the names given on the map 
came under what he pnce called the Narinjari 'nation'. It 
does seem unlikely that a separate dialect was associated 
with each of these places, countries or local groups, but 
there were doxobtless more than just the two attested dialects. 

The language is here described as Narinjari, even 
though it is probably the Yaralti dialect of Narinjari. For 
one thing, the earlier information is not pure Yaralti and, 
secondly, there is no longer any possibility of distinguishing 
among dialects of Narinjari. Informants recorded in the 
1960 's have since died, and Narinjari is now yet another 
extinct Aboriginal language. 
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